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For several years now, Honda’s
Gold Wing design team has wres-
tled with the problem of improving
upon what is already the finest
example of its breed on the road

Development Concept

For over a quarter of a century, Honda’s world-renowned touring flagship,
the illustrious Gold Wing, has proudly stood at one of the pinnacles of motorcycle
design, a perfectly executed avatar of the specialty full-dress touring machine, and
the undisputed standard of the industry for luxurious comfort, spacious carrying
capacity and flawlessly smooth performance.

today. However, rather than merely  latest innovations in design, safety
changing a bit of bodywork and and environmental friendliness to
making its engine bigger and more ensure the Gold Wing’s premier
powerful, the team set out to incor-  standing in the motorcycling world
porate a full menu of Honda’s for many years to come.
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The new 2001 Honda Gold Wing
breaks with its own traditions of
touring excellence with all-new in-
sights into the limitless pleasures of
motorcycle touring. Yes, it has a

bigger engine, and yes, it has new
bodywork. However, that’s only

the beginning of a long list of new
performance, comfort and safety
features that adds up to the biggest,
most revolutionary change seen in
the Gold Wing since its famous six-
cylinder engine was introduced back
in 1987. The all-new 21st century

Development Concept

Gold Wing shatters all known tour-
ing standards with a combination of
world-class performance, athletic
handling and supreme comfort that
reasserts its standing as the CEO
of motorcycles. Nothing else
comes close.
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For the new millennium, the
astounding new Gold Wing 1800
expresses its luxurious prestige and
incomparable quality in four superb
new colour variations. Leading the
way is a startling new paint devel-
opment called ‘Pearl Canyon Red’
that alters its red base hue as lighting
conditions change to produce a bril-
liant range of different colours and
deeply expressive reflections. What
better way to herald the newest gen-
eration of the world’s most luxu-
rious motorcycle?

The new Gold Wing’s other colours
include a gorgeous pearlescent blue
that exemplifies the superb quality
of design and execution inherent in
the new King of the Road, and a
dark yet lustrous black that exudes
an unmistakable impression of
modernity and understated strength.
These colours contrast with the rug-
ged powder-coated Silver finish
featured on the new Gold Wing’s
aluminium frame and other internal
components, which helps ensure this
new ‘leader of industry’ will remain
beautiful for years to come.

Colouring Concept

Colours
e Pearl Canyon Red
e Pearl Apollo Blue
 Black
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e The Gold Wing’s all-new aero-
dynamic bodywork is functional
as well as beautiful, with a remark-
able 10 percent lower drag coef-
ficient than the previous design.

Styling

e A simple yet ingenious, ratchet- = Ergonomically designed saddle with
ing windshield adjustment system low, 740mm seat height features a
provides six settings over nearly plush pillion seat with an additional

100mm of travel. Manually operated, 50mm more room than the previous
the mechanism eliminates the weight model. Integral backrest and side sup-
and complexity of electric motors. ports provide all-day riding comfort.

e Wind tunnel-tested, flow-through
ventilation system.
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e Powerful, new 1,832cm? liquid-
cooled horizontally-opposed six-
cylinder engine produces smooth,
effortless power—87kW (119PS)
of max. power output and 167Nm
(17kg-m) of torque—while exceeding
even Europe’s strict planned EURO-2
emissions regulations.

e Exhaustive testing and redesign yield
a remarkable weight reduction of
nearly 1.1kg over the previous design.

e Low, forward engine placement
and solid engine mounting ensure
excellent road handling charac-
teristics and impressive low-speed
manoeuvrability.

e All-new, in-line parallel two-valve
cylinder head design lines up all
valves directly under the camshaft for
a remarkably compact new head and
head cover shapes that free up space
to allow the rider’s foot and seating
position to be moved farther forward.

Direct, shim-under-bucket valve
actuation requires no 1,000km
service check-up and no valve
clearance inspection for the first
51,200 kilometres.

« Silent-type cam chain with auto-
matic tensioner replaces earlier
engine’s belt drive to contribute
to the engine’s smaller dimensions
while ensuring reliable, mainte-
nance-free operation.

» Free-breathing 6.9-litre aircleaner
supplies a large volume of cool, clean
air to the engine.

* New PGM-FI programmed fuel
injection system features two 40mm-
diameter throttle bodies delivering
air to six specially-designed Keihin
high-pressure fuel injectors. Fuel is
delivered through four nozzle tips
per injector, producing a finely atom-
ised, highly combustible fuel mixture
for optimum efficiency and power.

Engine

e PGM-FI system’s electronic CPU
features two digital 3-D fuel injection
maps and one digital 3-D ignition
map for each cylinder, creating ideal
fuel mixture and spark advance set-
tings for superb performance and
driveability. High-accuracy knockcon-
trol sensor modulates ignition advance
to improve midrange performance.

e CPU-controlled HECS3 emission
control system utilises two oxygen
sensors (one in each exhaust pipe) to
constantly deliver a precise air/fuel
mixture while two exhaust catalysers
reduce emissions further, making the
2001 Gold Wing one of the cleanest
large-displacement gasoline-powered
motorcycles on the road today.
Emissions of carbon monoxide (CO),
hydrocarbons (HC) and nitrogen
oxides (NOx) are all well below
Europe’s strictest standards for the
next several years.
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< Rotary Air Control Valve (RACV)
provides auto-choke function and
maintains precise idle control under
widely varying engine loads and
operating temperatures.

e High-pressure formed, sintered
iron Nickalloy™ crankshaft bearing
caps ensure quiet engine operation
throughout the engine’s operating
temperature range.

e Compact water pump is mounted
behind the engine and driven directly
by the crankshaft, reducing complex-
ity and weight.

« High-efficiency engine cooling sys-
tem features a series-flow coolant
flow pattern that improves cold-start
rideability while providing rapid
engine warm-up.

* Two side-mounted radiators
improve cooling efficiency and use
low-air-pressure areas created by side
cowls to draw cooling air through
the radiators and around the rider
at highway speeds. Below 25km/h,
two thermostat-controlled fans pull
cooling air through the radiators into
the fairing, keeping hot air away
from the rider.

Engine

e Sturdy eight-plate clutch features
maintenance-free, hydraulically-
assisted operation.

e Impressive stainless steel 6-into-2
exhaust system produces a pleasing,
powerful sound.

* Powerful 1,100W alternator uses
a dual-damper system to minimise
alternator noise.

= Smooth-shifting five-speed trans-
mission includes overdrive fifth.
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e All-new, slow-speed electric reverse
system now engaged with the simple
push of two thumb controls on the
right handlebar.
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Touring Features

e All-new, lightweight electronic
cruise control system utilises a 16-bit
CPU-controlled, motor-actuated throt-
tle mechanism that is 2.5-times more
sensitive to speed variation and res-
ponds 40% more rapidly than the
previous system.
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« Specially designed luggage set
features a remote control key-lock,
permitting pop-open rear trunk
operation and a remote lock/unlock
feature for the trunk and the pan-
niers. If remote locking is attempted
while a lid is open, the emergency
lights flash to alert the rider.

e The Gold Wing’s trunk provides
61 litres of storage capacity with an
additional 5 litres of storage avai-
lable if the optional CD-changer is
not installed. Two full-face helmets

fit easily into the trunk. The two
panniers provide over 40 litres of
storage each, resulting in a total of
nearly 147 litres of storage space—
more storage capacity than found
on any other touring motorcycle.

* The pannier lids feature hydraulic
dampers for smooth operation.

« Storage pockets located in the
fairing and rear trunk feature oil-
damped doors for smooth operation.

Touring Features

 Soft-touch elastomer provides a
luxurious feel to the front console,
front and rear pocket covers and
the passenger armrests.

 Large 25-litre fuel tank houses
the PGM-FI fuel pump and pro-
vides excellent long-distance
cruising range.

< 1HONDA

12



